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MARIMBA FEVER

MUSIC

Rock 'n’ roll,
cool shoes and a
dash of the blues

By EILEEN
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Rock Romano hasn’t had many quiet
birthdays. Why start now? His 62nd on
Wednesday is shaping up to be as rau-
Cous as ever.

Doctor Rockit and the Sisters. of
Mergy, Romano's disbanded band,
meéExy in Houston once a year for the
Rock-N-Roll Valentine Ball. It's part
rockers’ reunion and part birthday
bash for founder, guitarist and front-
man Romano.

This year, there’s more to celebrate.

The band will be toasting the mar-
riage of singer “Sister” Lisa Rolanda
Williams and Wylie Hutchins, former
drummer for Doctor Rockit as well as
the Natives, and current drummer with
Beans Barton and the Bi-Peds, another
Houston rock band with a long history.

Williams, a film editor, and Hutch-
ins, a nurse, had known each other fo
29 years before eloping to St. Peters-
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OR an instrument with a tiny
classical-music pedigree, the
marimba sure hogs Houston
spotlights.
Several marimbists have won the

school band program., He detoured to
an undergraduate degree in materials
enginee:ﬂg at the University of Cincinnati
before earning advanced degrees in music
there and at Rice University.

“When you're 16 and have to choose
a life path, you selact something more

blend of rhythm and blues and rock 'n
roll propelled the band from house
party performances to regional fame
Those glory days began around 1979
and culminated in a final show for Ro'
mano’s 40th birthday on Feb. 14, 1985
at Fitzgerald’s.
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Like the xylophone, the marimba has
wooden bars, usually rosewood, arranged
in two rows like a piano keyboard. The
ones for flat and sharp notes are raised
for easier access. Under each barisa
resonator, usually a metal tube, that helps
create the distinctive sound.

The player strikes the bars with mallets
with knobs on one end. Their hardness,

the Fantasy for xylophone, but marimbists
appropriated it.

To create an exoti¢ sound appropriate
for the title, Hovhanq‘ss employs scales
similar to Asian onesand asks the
orchestra players to do nonstandard things
such as “bending” notes to make the pitch
slide. ?

McClung, like many marimbists,

Symphony and the Houston Grand Opera
Orchestra. He also plays gigs with his
ble Strike 3 P ion
While he's a movie buff and loves to
read, he finds his life more and more
energized by his music.
“Honestly, this is what I love doing.”

charles,ward@chron.com
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